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THE   SOCIAL-CENTER   MOVEMENT   IN   OTHER   CITIES 

Fkom  The  Common  Ground,  Rochester 


New  York. — While  school  buildings  are 
used  in  more  tha-n  one  hundred  cities  as 
places  for  the  giving  of  public  lectures,  in  no 
other  city  has  this  become  so  extensive  and 
systematic  as  in  New  York.  Under  Dr. 
Henry  M.  Leipziger  it  has  grown  to  be  a 
veritable  "university  of  the  people."  In  the 
year  1908-9  there  were  delivered,  in  169 
centers  throughout  New  York  City,  public 
lectures  on  1,575  different  subjects  before 
5,715  audiences,  by  a  staff  of  641  lecturers, 
the  total  attendance  being  1,213,116.  New 
York  City  also  has  the  most  highly  elaborate 
and  efficiently  organized  public-school  recrea- 
tion centers  in  the  country.  Thirty  buildings 
are  used  as  places  where  boys  or  girls  over 
fourteen  years  of  age  find  opportunity  for 
gymnasium  and  athletic  training,  games, 
reading,  folk  dancing,  as  well  as  parliamen- 
tary drill  and  quiet  study.  The  attitude  of 
the  school  authorities  in  New  York  is  illus- 
trated by  the  statement  of  Superintendent 
Maxwell,  "  As  President  Eliot  has  pointed  out, 
there  can  be  no  waste  of  money  in  public- 
school  administration  comparable  to  the 
waste  involved  in  permitting  millions  of  dol- 
lars' worth  of  property  to  remain  unutilized 
except  during  the  hours  when  school  is  kept." 

Philadelphia. — Fifty  school  buildings  are 
used  in  Philadelphia  as  recreation  and  lecture 
centers  under  the  direction  of  the  Home  and 
School  Association  in  cooperation  with  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  work,  begun 
primarily  to  bridge  the  chasm  between  the 
school  and  the  home,  is  rapidly  broadening 
to  make  the  school  building  a  center  for  the 
use  of  all  people. 

Pittsburg. — During  this  past  season  in 
Pittsburg  the  social-center  use  of  the  school 
buildings  has  begun  on  lines  similar  to  those 


followed  in  Rochester.  Three  school  build- 
ings in  various  parts  of  the  city  were 
equipped  and  opened  for  neighborhood  uses. 
Cleveland. — The  Cleveland  Board  of 
Education  has  a  "  Committee  on  Lectures  and 
Social  Center  Development."  As  the  name 
of  this  committee  suggests,  Cleveland  regards 
the  use  of  school  buildings  as  lecture  centers 
as  only  a  beginning. 

Columbus. — For  several  years  school-ex- 
tension work  has  been  conducted  on  a  small 
scale  in  Columbus  with  the  idea  of  demon- 
strating to  the  city  some  of  the  undeveloped 
resources  which  it  has  in  school  property. 
Recently  Mr.  E.  S.  Martin,  of  Racine,  Wis- 
consin, has  been  engaged  as  supervisor  of 
"Public  Recreation  and  Social  Education" 
and  the  work  in  Columbus  bids  fair,  very 
quickly  to  lead  among  the  smaller  cities  of 
the  country. 

Buffalo. — The  new  Hutchinson  High 
School  in  Buffalo  is  planned  not  only  as  an 
educational  plant  for  young  people,  but  also 
to  serve  as  a  well-equipped  social  center. 

Los  Angeles. — The  last  number  of  the 
Pacific  Outlook  of  Los  Angeles  carries  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider social  centers  and  to  make  recommen- 
dations for  school  extension  in  Los  Angeles. 
This  committee,  after  a  careful  investigation 
of  the  developments  in  various  cities  through- 
out the  country,  gives  an  outline  of  the 
Rochester  social-eenter  plan,  indorses  it  and 
recommends  the  adoption  of  similar  plans  in 
Los  Angeles. 

Baltimore. — As  yet  the  school-extension 
movement  has  made  but  a  slight  beginning 
in  Baltimore.  There  are,  however,  a  number 
of  people  in  that  city  who  are  greatly  inter- 
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ested  in  the  possibilities  of  this  movement 
and  there  is  determination  there.  But  better 
than  determination  they  have  at  least  one 
man  who  believes  in  demonstration.  Largely 
through  his  agency  an  old  school  building  has 
been  secured  and  club  work  started  for  the 
young  people  of  the  neighborhood.  The 
beginning  has  been  made  and  so  far  it  is 
successful. 

Cambridge. — There  is  a  vigorous  school- 
extension  committee  of  twenty-three  mem- 
bers in  Cambridge  which  reports,  after  a 
careful  investigation  and  after  making  tenta- 
tive beginnings,  that  "there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  all  sections  of  our  people  wish  their 
schoolhouses  to  be  used  as  much  as  possible 
in  every  proper  way." 

Boston. — In  Boston  the  school-extension 
movement  has  hitherto  been  supported  chiefly 
by  the  great  Home  and  School  Association 
of  that  city.  Largely  through  their  coopera- 
tion twenty-two  school  buildings  have  been 
put  to  use  as  neighborhood  meeting-places. 
With  a  view  to  learning  the  experience  of 
other  cities  Mr.  J.  W.  De  Bruyn,  the  Super- 
visor of  School  Extension  in  Boston,  made 
an  extended  tour  during  the  past  season.  In 
the  careful  Boston  method  the  New  England 
Educational  League  has  been  holding  con- 
ferences upon  "The  Utilization  of  School 
Buildings"  in  the  Boston  University  with  a 
view  to  collecting  information  and  propaga- 
ting the  movement. 

Milwaukee. — Public  lectures,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors, 
were  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  legislature 
of  Wisconsin,  passed  in  1901.  The  next  year 
began  the  giving  of  public  lectures  in  Mil- 
waukee, which  city  has  developed  a  compre- 
hensive and  well-rounded  system,  second 
only  to  that  given  under  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  New  York.  Last  winter  twenty-five 
school  buildings  were  used  for  this  purpose. 
In  addition  to  the  lecture  courses,  three 
school  buildings,  equipped  for  various  recrea- 
tional and  social  purposes,  have  been  opened 
as  social  centers  for  the  communities  and  the 
use  of  the  school  buildings  has  been  granted 
freely  for  meetings  "  to  assist  in  the  molding 
of  that  civic  patriotism  which  leads  to  ac- 
tivity along  the  lines  of  municipal  better- 
ment." The  social  and  civic  activities  are 
carried  on  in  Milwaukee  to  some  extent  in 
connection  with  the  evening  schools,  giving 


classes  in  basketry,  sewing,  dressmaking, 
music,  etc.,  as  well  as  providing  opportunities 
for  debates,  literary  programs,  dramatics, 
the  borrowing  of  books,  physical  training,  and 
recreation.  In  his  last  report,  the  President 
of  the  Milwaukee  Board  of  School  Directors 
quotes  approvingly  from  the  1908  School 
Board  report  of  New  York  City:  "In  its 
relation  to  the  civic  body  the  center  has  be- 
come only  second  in  importance  to  the  public 
school." 

Chicago. — While  other  cities  have  made 
use  of  the  already  existing  public  property 
for  the  development  of  recreational,  civic,  and 
social-center  activities,  Chicago  has  led  the 
world  in  the  establishment  of  specially  built 
and  equipped  Field  Houses  and  grounds. 
Of  these  Chicago  has  now  thirteen,  which  it 
has  developed  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
$11,000,000. 

There  is,  however,  in  Chicago  a  strong  move- 
ment for  the  equipping  and  opening  of  school 
buildings  for  neighborhood  uses.  During 
this  past  season  the  use  of  three  buildings  has 
begun.  The  experiment  has  been  regarded 
as  successful  from  every  point  of  view  and 
Chicago  has  now  a  school-extension  committee 
of  which  the  superintendent  of  schools  is  one 
member,  which  is  studying  the  social-center 
developments  in  various  cities  throughout 
the  country,  looking  forward  to  the  extensive 
opening  of  Chicago  school  buildings  for 
neighborhood  uses. 

Syracuse. — The  newly-elected  President 
of  the  School  Board,  Mr.  T.  A.  Levi,  after 
a  visit  to  the  Rochester  social  centers,  said: 
"I  am  deeply  interested  in  the  wider  use  of 
public  schools.  We  have  no  social  centers 
in  Syracuse,  such  as  you  have  in  Rochester, 
but  we  have  a  few  clubs  for  boys  and  some 
parents'  clubs.  I  am  much  in  favor  of  the 
work  of  social  centers."  There  is,  in  Syra- 
cuse, at  least  one  organization  using  the 
school  building  as  a  meeting-place,  which  has 
in  it  much  of  the  spirit  of  the  Rochester  Men's 
Civic  Clubs.  This  is  the  East  Side  Improve- 
ment Association,  which  holds  fortnightly 
meetings  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  the  citizens,  at  the  Lincoln  School.  The 
annual  banquets  of  this  association,  which 
are  held  in  the  school,  average  an  attendance 
of  two  hundred  and  the  organization  has 
proved  there,  what  the  Civic  Clubs  have 
shown  in  Rochester,  that  citizens  may  be 
trusted  in  the  free  use  of  school  plants. 


